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This chapter will first outline the general features of the year's
trade, will go on to a more detailed statement of the principal exports
and imports and will conclude with some account of other matters of
commercial interest.

From the agricultural point of view, the season was not,
generally speaking, very favourable. Though the monsoon of 1934
appeared somewhat later than usual, it gave, on the whole, fairly
adequate and well-distributed tain. Nevertheless, the output of some
of the major crops was lower than in the preceding year. The yield
of rice, for instance, decreased by 2 per cent (no less than 12 per
cent in Burma) and of cotton by 5 per cent. In the latter case, the
decline was due to the crop being damaged by excessive rain and
frost in some of the important cotton-growing areas. Unfavourable
weather conditions also marred, to some extent, the prospects of a
very good sugarcane crop and affected the yield of groundnut,
sesamuni and castor seed* The wheat crop of 1933-34=, which was
mostly mowed during the year under report, was slightly less than
that of the previous year. The outturn of jute, however, was 6 per
cent higher than in 1933-34.

The industrial situation also was less satisfactory, disputes
being more numerous and the loss of working days much greater.

A brief survey of economic conditions abroad will be found in
the chapter on Finance. All that need be said about them here is
that they were slightly better than in the previous year. The over-
seas demand for Indian agricultural produce, however, showed
little improvement.

In India too signs of further recovery were visible in many
directions, as indicated in various places in this report, On the
whole, industrial progress was maintained, particularly in cotton,
jute, iron, steel and sugar, which constitute India's staple industries,
and there was some advance in the prices of agricultural produce,
especially oilseeds, cotton and jute. This means, broadly speaking,
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